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Kingston says town has ‘egg on our face’
T EMPLE

By DAVID ALLEN
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

Jim Kingston, Temple’s repre-
sentative to the ConVal School
Board, said during Tuesday’s Select
Board meeting that the stalled pro-
cess of residents favoring with-
drawal organizing their initiative
has been a source of embarrass-
ment for the town at the district
level. 

At Town Meeting in March, resi-

dents approved a petition warrant
article to move forward with a study
to explore the town’s separation
from ConVal, and on April 29, the Se-
lect Board sent letters to residents
who signed the petition to come to a
May 13 meeting at Town Hall to
move the matter forward. Three
signatories showed up, prompting
the board to question whether there
was genuine interest in moving for-
ward with the proposal. 

The board then scheduled a spe-
cial Town Meeting on whether to re-
verse the withdrawal request that
would precede the May 27 Select
Board meeting, but that meeting
was canceled due to the Supervi-

sors of the Checklist requiring more
notice. 

“We have egg on our face right
n o w, ” said Kingston. “We should
have a special Town Meeting to con-
sider or withdraw the withdrawal
warrant article. Otherwise, ConVal
will eventually send a report to (the
state Department of Education in
Concord) that doesn’t reflect well on
us.”

Board member Bill Ezell said the
Supervisors of the Checklist require
90 days of notice for a special meet-
ing to be scheduled.

“It’ll probably be September be-
fore it gets done,” said Ezell

Kingston added that the School

Board will likely be considering op-
tions to address costs in the district,
including the consolidation of the
two middle schools and single-tier
busing. He also spoke to the New
Hampshire Supreme Court decision
on the ConVal case about school
funding. On July 1, the court upheld
a 2023 Superior Court ruling that
the state should spend at least
$7,356 per student for an adequate
education, but did not order the
state to immediately begin sending
more money to schools.

“The teeth aren’t there (in the
decision) and the governor is
against it,” said Kingston.

In terms of it having an impact

on school funding in the near future,
Kingston said, “I wouldn’t get my
hopes up.”

In other news, the Select Board
approved a request from the Ceme-
tery Trustees to raise fees for inter-
ment in Temple’s cemeteries. Sin-
gle plots will go from $300 to $500,
while burials of urns will go from
$125 to $250 and a full burial of a cas-
ket will cost $650, up from $450. The
new fees will become effective Aug.
1.

Cemetery Trustee Secretary
Kimberly Petit noted that it has
been over a decade since costs have
been adjusted, and that they remain
lower than in surrounding towns.

School Board member says
ConVal withdrawal discussion
has been an embarrassment
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The field of candidates in the race for
New Hampshire’s 1st Congressional Dis-
trict continues to grow.

Democrat Sarah Chadzynski, a former
teacher from Lyndeborough with a back-
ground in international nonprofit work, is
the latest to jump into the race. She
launched her bid Tuesday outside the
Strafford County Jail, the lone site in New
Hampshire where ICE detainees are
held.

Chadzynski, who serves as a director
of the American Coalition for Ukraine, de-

scribed her nascent
campaign as a “move-
ment” informed by the
recent “No Kings”
protests.

“This is not about Re-
publican or Democrat;
this is about basic hu-
man rights, which is
something that is being

stripped systematically from our nation
right under our nose,” Chadzynski said as
she stood before a razor-wire topped
fence.

Chadzynski, who ran unsuccessfully
for a seat in the New Hampshire House
last year, joins an already-crowded field of
Democrats running in the 1st District, in-
cluding Maura Sullivan, vice chair of the
New Hampshire Democratic Party; Ste-
fany Shaheen, former Portsmouth City

Councilor and daughter of Sen. Jeanne
Shaheen; Hampton Select Board mem-
ber Carleigh Beriont, who teaches at
Harvard; and AirBnb executive Christian
Urrutia, who worked at the Pentagon un-
der the Biden Administration.

The race for the 1st District is wide-
open, after four-term U.S. Rep. Chris
Pappas decided to run for the U.S. Senate
seat that Jeanne Shaheen will retire from
next year.

Two Republicans have so far an-
nounced in the 1st District: Chris Bright,
a businessman and veteran who ran in
the 2024 GOP primary and placed fourth;
and Melissa Bailey, who is vice chair of
the Bedford Republican committee.

These articles are being shared by
partners in the Granite State News Col-
laborative. For more information, visit
collaborativenh.org.

Nonprofit director from
Lyndeborough enters

1st Congressional District race

Chadzynski launches ‘m ove m e n t ’
CONGRE SS
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The Francestown Zoning
Board of Adjustment has
again continued a hearing on
an application by TAK Real
Estate Holdings.

TAK has requested that
the use of the 24 condos on
Torrey Pines Road in
Francestown be changed
from “transient use”  to long-
term rentals. The properties
were previously operated as
timeshares. Currently, the
units can only be rented
short-term, or fewer than 30
days, as per a special excep-
tion for the property which
was granted in 1993. The 1993
site plan also stipulates that
residents of the condos are
restricted from becoming
residents of Francestown.

The Torrey Pines condo-
minium complex consists of
six buildings, each with with
four one- or two- bedroom
units. The adjacent Crotched
Mountain Resort, including
the golf course, pool, tennis
courts and restaurant, is
separately owned. 

During the Zoning Board
discussion of the matter July
2, Chair Cindy St. Jean said
that in further researching
the documents in the case,
she discovered that the re-
striction against residency
was specified in the site plan,
not the deed. 

“We need to consult our
counsel in terms of process
on this. We are deciding
whether it is appropriate for
the ZBA to change a previous
notice of decision, given that
the language appears on the
site plan,”  St. Jean said. “My
own personal feeling is that
this needs to go before the
Planning Board.” 

Land-use attorney Patri-
cia Panciocco, who repre-
sents TAK, said that the ex-
isting restrictions on resi-
dency are “unenforceable
and illegal.” 

“My recommendation to
my client is that he request
these restrictions be re-
moved entirely, and that they
be stricken,” Panciocco said.
“These need to go. This re-
striction on residency vio-
lates the right to travel, and it
is constitutionally unsound.
You cannot dictate who lives
in your town. It is exclusion-
ar y.” 

Panciocco also cited cur-
rent New Hampshire work-
force housing law, which re-
quires that every New Hamp-
shire town have zones where
multifamily housing can be
constructed by right, without

requiring the developer to
seek a special exception. 

“Currently, your ordi-
nance here in Francestown
has no provision for multi-
family homes. There should
be something in you ordi-
nance that permits multifam-
ily homes,  because work-
force housing now is permit-
ted by a matter of right.
Towns are required to have
it,” Panciocco said. “It is very
unusual that a town is zoned
for only single-family
homes.” 

Panciocco also said she
did not recommend the town
keep the units as short-term
rentals.

“If these units really are
occupied by transient people,
you attract a different type of
personnel. Under tenant
stature, you cannot evict a
transient— you have to in-
volve the police,” she said.
“You are in a dilemma having
this language in this plan.”

St. Jean noted that she
had raised the possible ille-
gality of the 1993 site plan re-
striction at the previous hear-
ing. and had consulted with
the town attorney on the
meantime. 

“Francestown town coun-
sel concurred with the illegal-
ity of the restricting tempo-
rary residents from becom-
ing residents of Frances-
town,” St. Jean said. “It is not
enforceable.” 

Because the restriction is
listed on the condos' site plan,
which would typically fall un-
der the purview of the Plan-
ning Board, and not the deed,
which would fall under the
ZBA,  the ZBA voted to con-
tinue the hearing until after
consulting with town counsel
about the best way to move
for ward. 

Panciocco said she did not
feel the matter needed to go
before the Planning Board,
as the project does not re-
quire a new site plan. 

“We are not moving one
spoonful of dirt up there,” she
said. “We are planning no
new development up there;
there is plenty of parking. We
d o n’t have an application be-
fore the Planning Board.”

ZBA member Judy Bitterli
suggested the board consult
with counsel and find out if it
is in the board’s purview to
strike the language restrict-
ing residency. 

ZBA member Stewart
Brock spoke in favor of mov-
ing the project forward.

“We don’t want to drag this
on and keep muddying the
waters,” Brock said. “Maybe
we are in a spot where can fi-
nally move forward.”  

The ZBA will continue the
hearing on July 17 at 7 p.m. in
the Francestown Town Of-
fices. 

Hearing continued
so ZBA can consult

c ounsel

Residency rule
stalls Torrey Pines
Road application

FR ANCESTOWN
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“Meticulous authenticity”
is one way to describe the
restoration project underway
at Sharon’s Brick School-
house.

The structure dates from
before the Civil War, and the
stone mason tasked with the
work is endeavoring to re-
store the building using
building materials that re-
flect the structure’s origins.

After Sharon considered
various bids, it selected Tem-
ple resident David Berquist
for the project. In March, the
town voted to spend $21,000
from the Wilson II Fund, a
trust set up for discretionary
purposes to benefit the town,
on the work. Berquist has
found antique bricks for the

project and even had the
mortar of the schoolhouse
chemically analyzed, allow-
ing him to use a mixture that
matches the original. 

“We were lucky to find
someone right next door,”
said Town Archivist Ken

Callahan about Berquist. 
The building was the third

schoolhouse built in town
and dates from 1832. The first
two structures both burned,
so the town decided to build
the third one of brick. It was
used as a school until 1920,

after which Sharon students
began attending school in Pe-
terborough. The building was
used for Town Meeting, elec-
tions and record storage un-
til 2007. Five years earlier,
the building earned a spot
on the National Register of
Historic Places, and the ap-
plication for this status noted
the following about the build-
ing’s interior at the time:
“For seating, five rows of six
pine and wrought-iron desks
(with attached seats) face
west. The seats and desks in
the first row are sized for
smaller children, while the
seats and desks in the last
row are sized for larger chil-
dren.” 

Berquist has already re-
moved some of the decaying
mortar from the walls, and is
using plastic sheeting to pro-
tect work in progress. 

“He’s moving right along,”
said Callahan of Berquist’s
progress. “It should be done
this summer.”

Brick Schoolhouse work
relying on materials that

reflect building’s past

An old-fashioned restoration

SH ARON

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID ALLEN
S h a ro n’s Brick Schoolhouse is being restored 193 years after construction.

PHOTO COURTESY TOWN OF SHARON
Stonemason David Berquist found antique bricks to replace
decaying ones on the building’s exterior.
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